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1. The system of care will be child and family centered and culturally sensitive, with the 

needs of the child and family determining the types and mix of services provided. 

2. Access will be to a comprehensive array of services that addresses the child’s 
physical, emotional, educational, recreational and developmental needs. 

3. Family preservation and strengthening along with the promotion of physical and 
emotional well being shall be the primary focus of the system of care. 

4. Services will be provided within the least restrictive, most natural environment that is 
appropriate to individual needs. 

5. Services which require the removal of a child from his/her home will be considered 
only when all other options have been exhausted, and services aimed at returning 
the child to his/her family or other permanent placement are an integral consideration 
at the time of removal. 

6. The system of care will include effective mechanisms to ensure that services are 
delivered in a coordinated and therapeutic manner, and that each child can move 
throughout the system in accordance with his/her changing needs, regardless of 
points of entry. 

7. Families or surrogate families will be full participants in all aspects of the planning 
and delivery of services. 

8. As children reach maturity, they will be full participants in all aspects of the planning 
and delivery of services. 

9. Early identification of social, emotional, physical and educational needs will be 
promoted in order to enhance the likelihood of successful early interventions and 
lessen the need for more intensive and restrictive services. 

10. The rights of children will be protected and effective advocacy efforts for children will 
be promoted. 
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Developed by the Hawaii Task Force, 1993 
(Adapted from Stroul, Beth A. and Robert M. Friedman, R.M. (1986) A System of Care 
for Children & Youth with Severe Emotional Disturbances. (Revised Edition) 
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Child Development Center, CASSP Technical 
Assistance Center.) 


